TV THI 
WORTHY FREEMEN 
OF THE 
CITY OF OXFORD. 


A the Choice of a Member to repreſent the City of 
Oxford in Parliament ſeems at this Moment to be a 
Matter of the laſt Conſequence to its future Welfare, it muft 
therefore be the Duty of every Freeman to conſider with 
Impartiality the Merits of thoſe Gentlemen who apply to be | 
honoured with this important Truſt. The unanimous Nomina- 
tion of Mr. Craven, left no room to doubt you thought him 
worthy your Confidence; and few, if any, heſitated to bind 
themſelves in a Promiſe to ſupport his Election. But a contrary 
Sentiment ſeems to have ariſen ; an Oppoſition is ſaid to be 
neceſſary fox the Preſervation of the City; and a general 
Whiſper prevails, that if Mr. Craven is choſen, the City will 
be ruined. 


If we judge from the Actions of the Leaders of this Party, I 
apprehend we ſhall find, that their Public Spirit is at the Bottom 
but Self-Intereſt ; had the Welfare of the City only been their 


Care 


* 


Care, would not the Diſcharge of the City Debt (a great Part of 
which they might have prevented, had they not ſhamefully neg- 
lected their Duty) been the firſt Object of their Attention, 
inſtead of ſeeking Places and Preferment ? Would they not, if 
they had meant the good of the City only, applicd to every one of 
our old Friends, as the Perſons moſt likely to affiſt us, and that 
with proper Decency and Reſpect? And, in caſe of a Refuſal, 
ſhould they not have inſiſted on it, that thoſe whom it is pre- 
tended will ſome Time or other befriend us, ſhould have done it 
before this Period ; and, in a Manner too, that would have re- 
flected no Diſhonour on us, or left Reaſon to ſuſpect that when 
it is done, the Bonds may be taken up, and kept as an ever- 
laſting Incumbrance; or as a Charge on our Meadow, in order, 


at ſome future Time, to deprive us of that moſt valuable 
Right. 


Mr. Craven's Application for our Favour muſt receive the 
greateſt Weight, when we conſider that one of his noble 
Friends has ever been ready to aſſiſt us, even without being 
called upon for his Protection, and though rewarded for his 
intended Munificence by an Inſult at his own Table, Fet has 
permitted it to be publickly declared, that his Ambition till is 
to preſerve the Freedom and Independancy of this City ; and 
when we. farther conſider (what muſt weigh with every grate- 
ful Mind) the Obligations we owe to his noble Anceſtor's, 
who have for a Century paſt endeavoured on all Occaſions 
to ſupport our Rights and Privileges. 


The valuing and meaſuring of our Meadow ſome time ſince, 
has given birth to many Conjectures, which I ſhould wich to 
think were not juſt; however, I am afraid ſome Gentlemens 
ſeeming Attachment to the City, proceeds more from a Deſire, 
to poſſeſs that Eſtate, than the good Opinion of the Freemen 
in general. The great Weight which we at preſent labour under 
is the City Debt, that is the Spring from which all our Mis- 


* 


fortune 
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fortunes flow, and I ſhould be happy in joining with my 


Brethren, to remove an Evil which has fo long threatened us 
with Ruin. 


I think, upon this Occaſion, I can with the greateſt certainty 
declare, that the chooſing another in the ſtead of Mr. Craven, 


from our Opinion of the good of the City's being at ſtake, is an | 


Abſurdity. As Mr. Craven and his Friends have declared they 
will by all lawful means contribute, TO MAKE US A HAPPY 
AND FREE PEOPLE. Let us not therefore be argued 


into Opinions, which we may too late repent : Our own Re- 


cords teſtify the Obligations we owe his Friends, and let us 


now conviuce them we are not unworthy a farther Continuance 


of their Eſteem and Favour. 


A FREEMAN. 


OF THE. 


CITY OF OXFORD. 


— 1 — 23 


